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Pal 122.68. Pray foi f Prate of Pernſalem, ho ? 


To the READER. 


Hat there will a Time come, when the Church of 
God upon Earth ſhall enjoy glorioſe Proſperity and 
Dominions, is 4 great, and a Scripture-Truth. 
The greatneſs of the Xingdome ( »0t in, but ) 
under the whole Heayen, ſhall be given to the 

cople of the ſaints of the moſt High. Dan. 7.27, There 

ab be no more apricking Briar, or a grieving Thorp to the Hous 
Pof 1ſraet, of all that are round about them. Eck. 28.24. The 
[Man of the Earth ſhall no more oppreſs, Pſal. 10.18, 1t 6 n0t 
(aid that we do, but that we ſhall reizn on Earth, Rev. 5..10- 
Bys to expe this before the creation of the New world( that New any | 
Heaven and New Earth, wherein Righteouſueſ ſhall dwell ) Jo on Rev.s 1 
much celebrated by the Holy Prophets and Apoſtles & in the Book 
if Revelation; ſeems to be unſcriptural, & Irrational,  1t con- 
rerns us in this Age, not iodream of an Earthly Kingdome ( 4s 
the Diſciples ſometinies did, & we are to0 apt to do. ) but rather 

0 think of going by the Croff unto the Crown; as we ſee others are 
doing before us. 

That the Proteſtant Cauſe ( and conſequently the Church 
df God in this world ) i now in a more hazardous States than 
hath been known, for above theſe Hundred years; s a Truth, that 
annot but affett theſe who have their thonghts. Exerciſed in Di- 
cerning things of this nature, When matters are reduced to the 
weſt ebb, they ſhall revert again. Nor ſhall the. Churches Per- | 
ecutors, be any more able to prevent it, than they .qre able 40 | 

ake the ea ftand ſtill, or to change the Ordinances of. Heayens A 
In the mean time, the Lord knoweth bow to preſerve Hu little xailiduat 
Flock, in jhe midſt ofmillions of Wolves, and Tigers, that ſeekgo * 

VONr it. _— ro 
The Spauſe of Chriſt, s now in the Lions Dens,. and: in 08+ 
tie Leoparts Veneer erarprdie GN 


4 4 '% by s & , 'To-the Reac ” RENE A 
4 Sight, and. well might Moſes wonder at it, when the 
Fa burged-with fire, but was. not conſumed, The Church 
of God as this Day, i that Buſh, which is threatened with th 
. Fire of Perſecution; and ſome part of it begins to burn: But wt 
. have this 10 comfort ws, We know it ſhall never be conſumed 
' God hath wonderful wayes to ſave His ſervants, when the grea 
reſt Dangers db attend them. He maketh the Earth to help t 
zy0man. The Philiſtines muſt invade the Land, that ſo David 
" might not be ſwallowed up by Saul. Senacherib muſt hear a R 
mor that the E:hiopians are preparing war againſt him, that 
his deſign CO may be diverted. Notable s th 
poege which Scultetus relates, that when the XK. of Fran 
was become 4 priſoner torhe Emperour of Germany ( Charle 
the 5th. ) He was ſet at liberty upon Condition that he wouli 
. do bis wtmoſf 19 r00t Proteſtantiſm out of bis Dominions. B 
ſoon afier, they fell at variance again ( the Pope blowing the bel 
lows of contention )by which means, the Church in thu part 
the world, eſcaped the fury of hoe oppreſſors. Memorable al 
'ﬆ it, That about the cloſe of the Tridentine' Council (or rat 
. Conſpiracy.) there was 4 conſultation in ltaly, by the Pope & h 
Cardinals,. for an utter extirpation of the Reformed Churs 
throughout Egrope.. Every Prince in Europe had 4 certain pa 
defigned, where this projetF fheald'be put in prattice. But 1! 
death of that Pope (Pius y;) hindred che proſecution of the Deſi 
#ntil the Time of Clement YIII. when © was revived, 4 
be bloody Reſolution confirmed, by bim, & his Cardinals, und 
their Hands, & Seals. 4 Kinſman to Cardinal Baronius, w 
choſen to carry thoſe bloody Letters to the Princes aſoreſaid+ bÞ 
whilſt he was in bis Fournty, the Lord” awakened” his conſcien 
| that he retired into an obſcare Village, and there ſpent three Da 
niiliag. Sip Fafting, & Projer to God: After which, in Head of going 
- "Spain with the Popes bloody Commiſſions for the DeftratFion 
3 the Protefiants; He went. into. France, and there diſcloſed i 
wholt Drſign to Mr. Figurcus, av eminent Proteflanr>Miniftd 
. undin Head of fbedding the Innocent blood of the Proteſt 
| Charcbery be bimftlf became « famoſe Proteſt; bywhich we 
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| the deſigned 'miſchle was diverted." This was wat ilnogethit wd- 
_ ike Pauls Converſion; after which the Churches had ref, 


- with Fire, and Fagot againſt the 


- Commiſfion. They cauſed himto be commirted: 20\Priſen 


Iſa. 63- 9, avd ſo ſhall we, if the Spirit of Chriſt be in ws. It s in] 


—_ 


& were edified. The like is to be ſaid of Vergerius, ( the Popgs 
Legate ) who defigning towrite 8 Book ccainh the Proceffens bin 
ligion, was; by reading theſe Books which be intended to refute, 
Converted, to the acknowledgement of the Truth, ſs that of « per- 
ſecuring Papif, He became « preaching Proteſtant. ' And there Dr. 
comes ts mind, « very remarkgable providence, which Dr, Fuller = 
ſomewhere relatesz vi; Thar about the Third of the Reign =e 
of Queen May, a Purſeyant was (cnt with a Commiſſion ip- 
to /reland, to impower . ſome. cxhinent perſans.;o; proeced ,;\ 
roteſtants, . Andit”** 


kappened by Divine providence, this Purſeyant, at Cheſter, 
lodged in che Houſe of a proteſtant [nn-keeper, —_—_— S 
a ſome inkling of the marer, ſecretly ſtolk his Commil. 
our of his Cloakbag & pur aCard( the Knave eo il 
in the room th:reof. Some weeks afrer, he appeared before 
the Lords of the privy. Council at Dublis ( of whom By. 
Core principal ) and produced a Card for-his preieaded 


for ſuch an -F;ont, as if done on: defign," to; 'deride ; 
Here helay for ſome Moneths; rill with much ado, at Faſt'h 
gorhis enlargement. Then over he returned for England, 
and quickly getting his Commiſſion renewed, makes with- | 
all ſpecd for Ireland again: Bur beſore his Arrival there; he | 
was prevented with the Newes of Queen Maryes death; and 
ſo the Livesof many; & the Liberties of more, poor ſervants. - 
of God, were preſerved, 

As for our parts, whors the Lord hath made to dyell alone in 
this wilderneſs, when we hear of the affli#:ons of the Churches of 
Chriſt, though at a remote diſtance from us, There are two things | 
which God doth certainly expel? from ws: 1. That Ye ſhould | 

biſe with them in all their ſorrows. chrift himſelf doth ſo if 


Recorded concerning the excellent Calvin, that he was more af- | 


ne $a? BY 


1p ay Fo War th greet Melanthon, his Luther r/3roved 
im for ba ſollicitude about the proteſtant Intereſt ( which in thoſe 
Dayes alſo was in eminent Danger ) he mildly replyed Sinon Cararem 
non Orarem. If | fhould have no Care in my concerning that 
"matter, I ſheald not Pray about it; ſe much as 1 do, 2, The 
. Lord expeſ&1 has mebould, 0 prepare ear ſolves to drink of the ſame 
ep. \ Are there was with au, even with 16 4lſe, fins againſt the Lord 
ear God, which 3% deferve it! The Lord plantud 6 a Noble Vine, 
wholy « Right Seed. Well it weve, if it conld be ſaid, we are in nove- 
ſpe degenerate, And did ever degrerges Chavches continue long wi- 

thout {marting avidty che Rod of PrrſteMtiont It is a weighty word, 

which 4 great Worthy of onv own hath; in a Book lattly publiſhed, 
of ©Thert bath brew C[aith BY no Nation "in the world which pub- 


- 
> Las 


Feat ** lickly received the Chriftian Religion, but it bath been waſted, & dr- 
s, In ©* frojed by.the ſword of Pagan Idolaters, or ſuch as are no better 


?, 16. ** chav they, —— Ani { pray God, that,the like Faze doth not at this 
7 Day & Refernped N ations, «s from their profeſſion they 
Carcaltfe-. 1.1... . | | 
"- it ſoul oi with the Reformed Nations, we have little Reaſon 
fo promiſe our ſelves nothing but Halcyon Dayer, Security will be like 
#0 haſten, but « ſeriows Preparation for it, may be a mean; to. prevent, 
 wiſory, from coming apon.m. - Se may wehope that God will. conti. 
 wue #6 be gracioummeto tir Remnant of Jolceph; And the Lord grant 
. that the gred wil, © Blefing.of Him that awyelt in the Buſh, may tif 
- $6 upon this His Peoplez Who are ſeparated from their Brethren, 
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ACTS, VII. I. 
eAtthat Time'there was Great Porfecu> 
* tion againſt the (burch which wax at Feru- 


Saks able Events SI happened WR . bf \nzemediaces 


1. Sauls Conſenting thereunto: So the Verſe begins. 
And Saul was conſenting unto his Death, Gr. 5s cnuImen,, 
It ptcaſed him well, T] CApreon ie mates thar others is 
ked itz and that Heliked ig alſo! He did indeed .nanifyſt tus 
Apptrobation of it, botk by, Words, & AQions.. And this 
is here mentioned as a thing yery Obſerycablez thar the. 
Grace of God in Converting that Saul; in caufing a perſe- 
cuting Sal, to become, a preaching Paul, (of which in mo 
next Chapter there is a latge* Account ) might be.rendre 
the more gtorioſe, and itfuftrious. FRY OTE 

' 2. A great Perſecution againſt Chriſtians. The chicf Per- 
ſecutors 11d for ſome Time been reſtrained from doing what, 
they had a mind unto, doubtleſs for Fear of the mulizudes. 
bit when they ſawthe pcople parieatly bear with Stephens, 
Death, they were encouraged ro go on inthat way of Yzo-" 
lence, and Perfecution.. * 

3. A Diſperſion ot the 
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perſecored Chriſtians ar Fereſ 
at's. J . 5 . .ot ibs Verſe 
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2 ©'- The Church a Subjet 

br hung apo eyrrgnnr rakbgy 

Fry & Samaria, except the = which words Intimate a Ge- 

neral Diſpe ow L dn oe mply that all, and cycry 

| Chriſtian in inF yep City-but that very 4 

ny did ſoz andthar all the Preac wk the Raga Pe l oy wh 
thas 


did re ably: 4 ER 


d abyb wok 
Ir is the ſecond of theſe particulars Lees q-"+ art 
preſent Conſiderationz A, The Perſecution which na 


meh Tine of rephens Dexthy which inchew 


am the $abjeZ7 der ae. The Churih a a Jenſgen my 

Ex eituy WAS Knagh the only Chriſtian Church in 
$.nor havirig as yet reecived the Go(pel: So that 

wo Keligion, of Chrifieviy, te: Strook 

er 

- 2, From the. Greatneſi of ity Thete Das 4 GREAT Perſe- 
cution againſt the Chyrch, It was ſo inreſpeR ofthe Find of 
perſecution, which che Enemics of rhe Church were now 
come unto, . Before this,; they badperfceured onely with, 
Words, and Threars: bo now they proceeded to bloody 
Blows, 2 Baniſhmept, & Dearh. And it was fo, in reſpeR of 
the Number of them that Sufered. Dorothevs writes, that at 
the Time of this perſecution, there were Two Thouſand 
Chriftians chat loft their Lives. And it is cvident fromthe 
Scripture, that there were many ( thd the particular Number 
be not expreſſed ) thar then, ſuffered Impriſonment, Death, 
or Baniſhment. Com ure Ads, 26. 10, It, where Paul con- 
Fellerhy Many of the (aints at Feraſalem did I ſhut v pinpri> 
ſon; and when they, were pur to Death, 1 gave my voice a- 
gain hem, and I puniſhcd them off, in every Synagogue. 
| it might well be called a great perſecution. 
; ,TheDodrine from hence is, | 
bk { DoR. Thi the Chrchof Gu in this Worls, & ſometi 
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Tire things ſhould be ſpoken to, for the clearing of this. 


1, When men may be ſaidtobe perſcured, 
2, What Xind of perſecution the Church of God in 
this world may be ſubjc@ to. 
3-' The Reeſonr, whence it comes to paſs that the Lords 
einthis world arc ſometimes perſecuted. | 
Q. 1. when may 4 man be ſaid to be feed 
Anſe This is, When 4 Chriſtian doth ſuffer in the cauſe of Chriſt. 
There are three things neceſſarily implyed, in order ro Mens 
being among the Number ofthe Lords perſecuted ones. + | 
I. They muſt be expoſed nnto Suſtrings. Perſecuted ones 
are paſſe ones» They ſuffer ſome Evil or other from the 
world, The Greek word ( 11,4; ) properly fignifieth a Fol- . 
lowing of another: And itis ſometimes uſed in a good ſence: 
Thus, 1 The. 5. 15. Fofow that which is good. and Thus,. 
Heb. 13. 14. Follow peace, & holine(s. But uſually, the word 
is taken in anevil ſence: even To follow another to do him Hurt. 
When a man does purſue another with a reſolved mind ne- 
verto ceaſe; until he hath obtained his evil deſire on him. . 
Hete is the perſecutor, & the perſecuted. In ſuch a way did. 
Sasl, 8 thoſe with him, follow Devid; and therefore does he 
ſay, Pſ. 119. 157. Many are my Perſecutors, & my enemits. 8, 
P|. _—_ Deliver me from my Perſecutors: for they are flron- 
er tan I. 
, 3. They muſt ſuffer i» 4 good Cauſe. A man may ſifer, & _ 
yet, not be perſecured, ifthe Cauſe that he ſuffers for, be not 44/4 
a Good, but an Evil Cauſe. Seyeral perſons may be expoſed Mary 
to the ſame ſuferings, at the ſame time; and yet the ane be P"® 
perſecuted, and the other nor ſo; according to the Caule, 
which they ſuffer in, or for. We know that in Swithfield, lix 
ome were put to death onthe (ame day: three of them Fox's 4 
ing Progeflant Martyrs, and the other three, miſerable Pg-, ® ond 
piſts. When our bleſſed Lord Jefus Chriſt was crucified, ruler” 
others were at, the ſame time crucified alſo: They mary ny 
but the-quc Reward of their Deeds; (o did the penitent Theet 5} 


_- 


©. - may lutferg and yer nor ſutter 4 4 Chriſtian, A godly man, 


The! d hey! T7 0D #uD) M 
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acktiowledge, Lic. 2 3.41; We ſuffer uftly, 'we-rezhve the 
due Reward of our Deeds: when Jeſus Chriſt ( as tis.added ) 
had done not x, From but was Ds to His fufferings for 
the ſake of the Truth: becauſe He did bear witneſs tro themoſk 
glorioſe Truth that can be mentioned: becauſe He ſaid, Fg 


® % 


was the Son of God, & the King of Iſrael. 


If men ſuffer for evil Deeds, they are not perſecuted. The 


Apoſtle ſaies Gal, 5. 12, 7 would they. were even cut off that 
Trouble you." They are not perſecuted, who are expoſed to 
Trouble, for unjuſtly cauſing Trouble to the Churches of 
Chriſt. When Achan had troubled 7ſrael, and God by brin- 
ging him forth to condign puniſhment, troubled him; that 
was no perſecution. And if men ſuffer for an eyil Opinion (as 
well as an evil PraRice ) they are not the Lords perſecuted 
ones. Ifthe Churches in 4:4 had Cenfiired thoſe that held 
the deQrine of the N#colaitans, they had pleaſed the Lord 
Chriſt; who would not haye looked upon the Nicolaitans as a 
perſecuted People. When Fehy put all the worſhippers of 
Baal to death; and when that godly Prince Fofiah, in an holy 
zeal cauſed the Prieſts of the High places to 'be ſlain ( 2 X7. 
23, 20.) they were not. Martyrs; none of them were ſo. 
There are.indeed ſome erroneous Opinions, which if any be 
expoſed unto cruel ſufferings from men for them, they tha 
afflit them are not to be juſtified. Nevertheleſs, ſuch ſufe- 
rers are not Martyrs. Others do ill ſo.to puniſh thegi: & they 
do ill in maintaining an Errour., Of ſo.great Concernment 
is it, for men to haye their Conſciences rightly informed by 
the word of God, when they embarque themſelves on the 


ſufering fide. Nay more, a godly man may ſufter from men, 


and yet got be perſecuted in the Notion which my Text re-, 


| fers ynto; be! if he ſuffer in a cauſe not juſtifiable by the word, 


of God. Hence the Apoſtle Peter, gives ſuch a caution as that 


'u Pet. 4+ 15, 16, Let noxe of you ſuffer as an Evil-doey, yet if any. 


man fuffer 45 4 Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed, A Chriſtian. 


'F : - ($99/4 34 
"may Fall infoiſingyea;invo Rakdalofe Errors nd Thdoynt 
ſions, 4nd be ww” puniſhed on acepiinttherb?, - | TH uber 
Perſecution, 1510 ſuffer inthe cauſe of Chriſt.- Whien for Gifts 
ſake, a man does ſufler from the world, Aetording ro whit 
the Church (airs, Pf; 444 3%. For Thy ſake wave killed il the 
day ling: we are counted as ſheep for tube flawghtey,” "Or ror 
Righteanſneſs ſake, Thos Mar. 3.10. Bleſſed" are they which 
arc perſecuted for Right touſneſs ſake. Or for the Goſpels ſake Mar 
10. 29. Or, for Chriſt's ſake 7 Cor. $2, to,” Upon which ac- 
count, Martyrs are called the Afarryrsr of Foſar; Revit7. 6.2 
A man ſufers inthe cauſe of God,” &ſ0#? perfeentth, Wire 
he (offers for his godlinefſs. As'r F64/3."1 5. Cal feb Abel bg 
brothey, | becauſe his works vert Righteous: Or, for bearing 
witneſs toany Fruth confainee in the'word of God, As Þ 
Rev. L.9. & 6-9. 8& 20. 4. We've4d ef heir) HEY: 
for the word af Gad\” Fence orc of the Mirey?B 
zodie, held/his Bible in his hahd, befit& We Fbe 
Behold\ Herb & that which b14 br ought 1 
Sugtring-is-ablefled Teſtimony.” Or, 
fying4painfcany-thing' that colder 
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3 
cale of Daniel; &:the three Worthyes amd of Fhe Chriltians 
inthe Primitive Times: and injhdtntct' ped allo, the 
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Churches of God have been ſibjeR ſito NHpÞbleAipht 

for oppoſing Antitht 'Dod Fene . 
ly, when the Lotds faith fot witiefles bZ3HhBoldly ro) Tr 
againſt choPope; 8& Church gf Rome, they were expoſed th- 
to-great & gricyeus pericemtipn: on that account; asthe Seti 
Sprac&forer 18 :fthould Gome "Op: ex: 14: 9.19, Me 

(b is perfeblh@,HhtTHARY fr bearing Witiefs ip ainft'h 

oft Phaſe, *TF4 irik Re HirhfelF again the fig of the 
Tirites, for thdt his Life arid y16oud may betaken from hi 


at 134, Shen iS he LOI. . 
| : : ve a 


24, 20,21. And Jobs Baptiff, who was bc 
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nedragenth for his faithful Zeſtimony ageinſ ſin, | 2 Chron, 

aded for bearing 
witneſs againſt the uncleanneſs which ſome great perſons in 
thoſe Daycs Lived in, Mat. 14. 3. 

But, 3- (one thing more?) They muſt (ufſer from 4 Right 
Principle, h. e.' from a printiple of Faith, and rrue obedience 
to the will of God: a principte.of Love to God, of Fear of 
His great Name; of Conſcience to H's willy and that they 
may keep their Conſciences pure ir His (ight. 1f « man for 
Conſcience toward God endure grief, ſuffering wrong fully, 1 Pets 
2+. 19. If Conſcience toward God; Keipe, and obedience 
to His will, carry a man out in ſuffering, chen is he per ſecu» 
ted. Indeed, there are, in 2 more ſtrit and Scrip-ure-ſence, 
No Perſecuted ones, but ſuch as have the fear of God in thetr 
hearts: Hence ſuch are pronounced Bleſſed, Mar. g. 10.. and 
called Saints, Rev». 37; 6- and 13. 6, which docs imply their: 
ig ins ſtate of grace. It is poſſible a man may ſuffer unto 
the fols not only of Liberty, but of Life it ſelf; and that in a 
good cauſe alſo, and yet not be a true Member & Martyr of 
Jes Chriſt: not having $3108 princigh of Love to God in 

im, 1 Cor 1.3. 3- Socrates, an Heathen, ſuffered Dearh ( *is 
{aid) for maintatoing that there is bur one God; and the poor 
Jews have {omerimes been expoſed unto great ſufferings, be- 
cauſe they will not comply-with Popiſh, or Mahomeran Su- 
perftitions. 4riens, and other Herericks haye ſometimes loſt 
their Eives.in the common cauſe of Chriſtianity, when Pa- 
gan encmics haye iled over them: yea, ſo have ſome po 
- piſh [dolaters done. There have been, thar out of jou and 
vain glory, did ſuffer not a little. Ecclefiaſticat Hiſtory 


{pcaketb of thoſe that would Murder themſelves, out of a 


yainglorious ambitious defire-to be accounted Martyrs. But 
if men are ated, and carried outin ſutfcrings from no better 
principles than thoſe, the Lord will aot owa thera for his 


perſecuted ones, b, ds 
| Qen. What Kind of preſecution my the-Charch of God tn 
- fx ' $26 - _ 
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this world; be fubjef? to? 
Anſ, There is a threefold Perſecution. yl 
1, There ic the ptrſecution of the Heart: when men do (e- 
cretly hate the 1mage of God in His ſervants; and therefore 
malign them, and wiſh evil tothem: Iris ſaid, P/. 129. g. Les 
them all be confounded, & turned back, that Hate Zion. Here 
mm begins: There is an Hatred of Zion, which is no 
wer than perſecution. Joſeph was perſecuted by his Bre- 
thren, when they Hated him for his godlineſs, Ger. 37. 2, 42 
Micajah was periecuted by. Ahab;when he ſaid;1 Hate him,1K. 
22 8. And thus, the Locds poopie are alwayes the ſubjects 
of great perſecution: being much hated inthe world, becauſe 
they cannot comply with the eyil manners of it. The world 
katethyou, Joh. 15. 18, 19+ And, Te ſhall be hated of all men 
or my Names ſake, Luc. 21+ 17. Sajcs our Lord Jeſus ro His 
Diſciples. & This Now is perſecution, yea, bloody perſecu- 
tion in the fight of. God: For, whoſoever Haterh his Brother, 
is a Murderer 1-Job. 3. rg. If the Lord did not wonderfully 
reſtrain them, the wicked would ſerve the godly, as Cain did 
Abel, Inaſmuch as they hate them, they would deſtroythem; 
==» my doth not reſt, but inthe deſtruction of the thing 
k 
2. There i the Perſecution of the Tongue: when. the Lords 
ſervants -are Bapoached, and Reviled, becauſe of their Zeal 
for, and their Faithfulneſs unto God. We read that 1ſhmael 
mocked 7ſaac, Gen- 21. g. Now Paul ſaics; Gal. 4. 29. He 
that was boyw after the fleſh, Perſecuted him that was born after 
the ſpirit. So then in ſuch Mocking there is Perſecution. 
Thus Chriſt Gjcs, Mat. 5. 11. Bleſſed are you, when men per ſe- 
exte you Perſecuto youl How? Tis added; And Revile you; & 
ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you, falſely, for my ſake, 
When Reproachesare caſt upon the ſervants of Chriſt, on 
the account of their Zeal for Chriſt; then do they ſuffer per- 
ſecution. Ariexs of old, would call the great Athanaſivs by 
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the Name of Satenofiury and Papiſts uſed to call their Dogs 
SF ps 8 3- Calvin,, 


' Calvin, that ſo they might vilify*thiwgrear Reformely! 
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Names of Reprodch are commonly given ro the'Lortls ſer- 

vants: Hug onets, Fanaticks, and what not? And'untothis 

kind of perſecution, the Church of God-is alwayes ſubject 

more orlefs, ' It is ſaid, 2 7m, 3. 12. Al that will lwve godly 

in Chrift Feſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution. Be ſure, the perſecus 

tion of the Heart; and the perſecution of the Tongue, they 

ſhall ſuffer; however it may be with them, as to a further per- 
Fecution. | - Therefore | 1 

*-+$. There 8 dhe Perſecution of the Hand; when Violence is of- 
fered tro Chriſtians, beeauſe rhey are Chriſtians; when they 
are deprived of their civil Libertyes, for profeffing the Faith 
of Chrift: which was the cafe of thoſe Chriſtians my Text 
hath refetence unto: and of the: Church in S-mrus; concer» 
ning whom?cis ſaid, Rev. 2. 10; The Devil ſhall caft- ſome of 
J087nto profes. Ih; when their Eſtates ate taken fron; them 
for thatthey are ichfil to the Lotds Cauſe; 8 Inteteſt. As 
it was with the Ghrſhian Jews, who took jeyfully the (poilng 
of their goods, Heb, 10-34, Moſt of all; when they Loſe 
their Lives for their bearſng witneſs to the' Truth. ! They 
who ſo ſutfer, are by way of Emritrency called/Marryys, + if 6 
Witneſſes: ( Rev. 2.13. ) becauſe this is the Higheſt witneſs 
bearing thatcanbe, when a Chriſtran: doth- Seal-the- Truth 
he tach profeſſed, with his Blood. Grear perſecutions of this 
fort, have ſomerimes ( and many a time) beere raffes-#8ainſt 
ci& Church of God, ' Thus inthe x, Primitihe*peoſecurionis 
(under the Heathen Emperotirs } eſpeciaffythelfbof: chan; 
the whole Church of God, and Intereſt'of Chriſtianity, was 
perſecured. And after this, the Arians, who'indeed-callel] 
themſelves Chriftians, did perſecute the Orthodox 4mm 
as the Heathen had done before then. AndHiffoFalli mil 
thrift hath made it his Deſign to deftroy thoſethw&havebbri 
witneſs for Chriſty 7t « gives unto Him 70 mutt ' wir with the 


Seints. And the Antichriſtan perſecution 'ntaſt> chime; 
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twelye hundred &fixty years, Dan. 7. 21,25, The Pope of © | 

ome ( {ncceſſively confadered ) is that Antichriſt, Rev. 13, 
$, 7- Papiſts haye beenthe moſt bloody perſecutors in the. ajcc 1." 
world; they haye (hed Rivers of blogd. Among the Albigen* wiltr's 
ſers & WAehnhe, they murdered aboye.a Million. 16 the laſt779im- 
Century, within the ſpace of fourty years; vis. between An. ** 
1549. & 1580. in Europe, they ſlew Nine Hundred Thouſand | 
Proteſtants. About fony.years ago, they ſlaughtered Three | 
Hundred Thouſand Proteſtants in+that one_Kingdome of 
Ireland: and according tothe compuration which ſonic have 
made, they have, {ance the ſctting up of the 1»quiſition, ſhed 7. All 
the blood of more Proteſtants in Re, than there arc Pa- Phe | 
piſts at this day aliye upon the face of the Earth. Arnum 

Q. 3. Whence comes it topaſi that the. Lords people in this 
world are thay, perſecuted: © 24 

Reaſ. 1. $jn #5 the cauſe of it. Be (ure,that fin which is in 
the hearts of the perſecutors themſelves, even the Natural 
Enmity, which they have againſt godlineſs, and godly men, 
is the Reaſon of the perſecution cauſed by ther. There is cn- 
mity inthe ſeed of - 2h Wat againſt the ſeed of the woman 
Gen. 3.15-.and from that enmity perſecution docs ariſe, Cain 
( the firſt perſecutor ) perſecuted Abel to death becaule: of 
this. Sore cycs-cannot bear the light: Nor can guilty ſinners 
endure the light of Gods Image appearing in the ſp'rits, and 
in the.converſations of His Saints, Tigres (they ſay ) are put 
in a Rage by a fragrant Smell brought near unto them: Tru- 
ly, the fragrant graces of the Saints, put the Tigres of the 
world into a carſed Rageat them. 

Yea, and many times the fins which Gods people them- 
ſelves are ſubjet to, are the procuring cauſc of great perſecu- 
tion. By their own {ins they provoke the Lord roputa 
ſword into the Hands'ot their Enemies. The fins found a» 
mongſt the Churches of Chriſt, do this. For indeed, their, *_ -; 
tranſgreſſions do moſt of all diſbonour, and plea His 5” 
If bis Sons, and his Daughters provoke him, He wi LN y .$ 
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- Jpecially: 
3 Apopaſi, When Selewes did forfake God, the Lord rai 


ſed uptheſe, and thoſe Adverſaryes againſt him, 2 Xizgs, 11. 
-9,14. Thc Babylonian perſecurion came onthe Fews becauſe 
their backidings were increaſed, Therefore were they torn 
in picces by nar (wp. Er Lions, and by Leopards, 
Jer. 5- 6. Andinthe Daycs of the Judges, Enemies made 
ayock of the on canſe of their going a whoring 
from God, By their Apoſtafies, they provoked the Lord that 


- He fold them into the hands of their enemies round about, 


Jadg. 3, 13, 41* When the Zord ſtrengrhened the King of 
Moab againſt 1ſ-4el, it was becauſe 1/raet had done evil in his 

ht. So when the Lord left them to be oppreſſed, and ſcat- 
tered by the Midianites, Philiſtines, Ammonites; It was be- 


| cauſerhey had [cft6od, in departing from his holy and righ- 


reous wayes. ze need goc no further than our own Nation, 
for the confirmation of this. The Saxons (from whom we arc 
generally Deſcended) became great Idolaters, ſcrving gra- 
ven Images, Canonizing Saints, and worſhipping them in 
ſead of God In Chriſt alone. For which cauſ:, God puniſhed 
our fo-efa-hers with the Davifſh Perſecution z and after that 
with the Norman Conqueſt, 

2. Sinful Diviſions and contentions. If Gods people fir 
fooſe from him, or1f they -fir looſe one from another, the 
Lord lets looſe perſecuting enemies npon them, When a 
ſhepherd ſees his ſheep ſcatrered one from another, he fers 
his Dogs to drive them together. Perſecutors are called 
Dcgs.in the ſcripture, Bf. 22. 16+ When the Lords people are 
ſcattering, wid dividing, the Shepherd of 7/raet lets looſe 
thoſe Dogs upon them. That was the caſe of the Primitive 
Chriſtians: eſpecially with reference to Aurelian's Perſecution 
They were expoſed unto the Scorn of the Heathen, and that 
onpublic Theaters, for their Contentions; and then perſe- 
canon followed. If Chriſtians will not have peace with their 
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Brethren ;*then 'they ſhall have war with their Enemies. . 
3. Formality in, Religion, When profeſſors are generally: 

rowncold,and lifeleſs in Religionz God caſts rhem into a' 

| furnace of Perſecution: that life, and hear might be 

brought into them again. -'Thus does the Lord Jeſus ſay to 

the Church at Sardis, Rev. 3. Init. Thou haſt a Name to live, 

& art dead: Therefore 1 will come on thee as a Thief. bh. e. $ud- 

denly. Storms of perſecution ariſe ſuddenly for this. The: 

truth is, Formaliſts in Religion, are many times the moſt bir 

-ter-perſecutrors. Though Formaliſts may be profeſſors of 

the (ame Religion with the fincere; ( as Cain & Abel were of 

the ſame Religion; only Cain was a meer Formaliſt, when 

Abel had the power of godlineſs ) yet the former ſometimes 

perſecute the latter to the Death. Andit is juſt with God to- 

puniſh His degenerate people by thoſe” that they are become ' 

like unto, And if we ſearch the Records of former ages, we 

ſhall find, that an eminent Perſecution, whether of the Church 

in general, or of the Churches in this or that particular Land, 

have (eldome hapned, except great decayes as to Zeal, & the ' 

power of godline(s among(t profeſſors, have gone before ir, 

and made way for it. The Britiſh Churches of old, retained 

the Name, and Form of Chriſtianity, ( juſt as ſome in theſe - 

dayes, have the Name of Proteſtants ) but they were, many * 

of them, perfecutors ot thoſe that had the power of godline(s* 

in-thejr profeſſion, and coverſations, ( as Gild2# a faithfill 

preacher of their own, Teſtifieth ) theretore rhe Lord firſt _—_ | 

plagued chem by the Pid#s, ( a ſort of men not unlike our 1n-* -_—_ 

arans) and after that, rooted rhem out of their own Land by* 

thoſe:Saxons, & Angles which came our of Germany, © 

Reaſ. 2. The power, & malice of Satan, s another Ground of 

the per (ecution | ſuffered by the Saints, Satan hath an Hand in" 

all thoſe perſecutions which are raiſed againſt the Charch of - 

God, In Rew412. 10: it is f2id, The Divel ſhall aft ſoins of you. 

imo priſon, Jt the people of God: are caſt Into; Priſons; tor® 7 

the Truchs (akez. It is the Duyeb that dogs it; - whoever fe © 
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the Inftruments; And therefore in Rev. 12. end, weread of ]. 
4 Flood caft out of the month of the Dragon. When floods of 
perſecution ariſe, they come out of the Dragons Mouth. 
And there are eſpecially two wayes, whereby Saran brings 
abour his Defign of perſecuting the Churches of God. 

1. By Slandering of them. He is called j$i'-co6- (i.e. a 
Slanderer ) in the Scriptures, He raifcs evil Reportsz cau- 
ſeth this and that Evil to be believed, concerning the Lords 
ſeryants: as if they were Seditious, and Rebellious, 8 what 
not? So 'twas (aid of Feruſalem, Ezra, 4.15. This City i 4 
Rebeflious City;& Hurtful to Kings, they have of old time ma- 
ved Seditien within the ſame. Yea, fo *.was (aid of the bleſſed 
Lord [eſus Chriſt Himſelf, Luc, 23. 2. We have found this 
Man perverting the Nation, & forbidding to give Tribnte to 
Ceſar. Or, as if they were Hereticks, and held blaſphemous 
Opinions, As, 34. 14. Stephen was accuſed for ſpeaking 
blaſphemons words againſt XMoſes,and againſt God. Ads, 6. 
11. Inthe Primitive Times, Chriſtians were traduced, as if 
they did'inor'wiſh well to the Emperours under whoſeGover- 
ment they lived:yea,they were charged with moſt monſtrous 
both Opinions and Practices: as we ſec by the writings of 
Fuſtin Martyr, Tertul3an, and others; who were neceſſicated 
to publiſh Apologies for Chriſtians, vindicating them from 
the malignant Slanders, which Satan and his Inſtrumemts 
had xalſed againſt them, They would put themvinto- Bears. 
Skins, and then Dogs would devour them. 

2. By ſtirring up the Powers of the morld againſt them. The 
Diyel, for the moſt part, ( though not alwayes ) hath the 
Powers of the world on his fide. Hence we read of the'Pow- 
&r of the Enemy, Luc. 10.19. And whenitis ſo, he:caufeth 
great perfeattions, When wicked Men, andthoſe thatare 
bitter Enemies tothe wayes, and ſcrvamtsof God, have great 
power iatheir Hands, this isas S#tanwould have itz & theſe 
he ſtirrs upto perſecure, Where wicked Rulers are; Saraiv-: 
bas his Throne. *I'was faid ob Fragemms, Rev,'s, 13. There: 

* d 


earn UBS... 
#& the Seat( orthrone) of Satan: becauſe there was a wicked b 
Ruler; a general Govyernour over that Province, who did 
xcfide inthe City of Pergammw, and was Satans chief Inftru- 
ment in perſecuting the Saints. See Rev. 13. Its faid- v. 2» 
The Dragon gave the Beaſt his power, & his ſeat, & 2r1eat antho- 
rity, and then, tis added, v, 7. 1t was given to him to make 
war with the Saints, It the Dragon gets power into the hands 
of che geaft, bloody perſecution is raiſed againſt the Church 
of God. And yer, neither Sin, nor Satan could cauſe the 
Church to be perſecuted, without another Reaſon: withour 
the Lords permiſſion they could do nothing. Wherefore, 
Real. 3, The Lord hath an holy hand, & glorious ewds in all 
the Perſecutions which befall his people. The Lord aims herein 
t» At the glory of His own Name; which is his principal end. 
Peter was to die a Martyr: and tis (aid, Foh. 21. 19, Chriſt 
ſignified to him by what Death he ſhauldglorify God. A man 
by Suffering, may pothibly bring more glory to God in one 
hour; .than by Doing never ſo muc|: for Him all his life-rime 
before. Inthis way, the Lord attains the propagation of his 
Church. The Church ncver thrives more than when (like a 
Vine ) watered with its own blood. The more the Egyprians 
afflicted the 7ſraelites; the morethey multiplyed, and grew- 
Exod. 1.12, The Bordersof the Church were enlarged by 
the perſecution in my Text. Ir cauſed a Diſperſion of Chri- Uſher dg] 
ſtians, and (o an 7ncreaſe of Chriſtianity; fo that by this oc- B** * 
calion, the Samaritanes, & Gentiles came to have the Church eutter's 
of God among them. Some write, that a perſecution raiſed 9 Brit. 
by rhe Fews againſt Chriſtians, cauſed Foſeph of Arimathea, Aon | 
and others to come over into England ( then called Britain ) 78, 13 
by means whercof, the Goſpel, and Chriſtianiry was firſt 
planted in the Zand of our Forefathers ſepulchers, When 
the Waldenſes were perſecuted, ſome of them tled into Picar- 
dy, others into Germany: whence alſo the, DoErine of the Go- 
ſpel was ſpread abroad, & embraced in thoſe places, When 
the Papiſts raiſed a great perſecution ”_= the Bohemian. 
bY Bre. 
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Brethren, they grew in numbers} wony of the Peers of the 

Land joyning with them. And when ſome of their Miniſters 
were baniſhed, they carried the Goſpel into Moravia, and te 
the remoteſt parts of Pr#ſi4. "The Church of God in France 
wonderfully increaſed, when above an hundred years agoe, 
they were perſecuted, and miſerably oppreſſed by Popiſh Ad 
-yerſaries. Though the Divel, and his Inſtruments deſign 
the DeſtruRion of Chriſtianity by perſecution, yet the only 
wiſe God does outſhoot him.in his own Bow, and cauſe #t to 
tend to the Inlargement thereof, The conſtancy, and pati- 
ence of the Lords ſervants intheir ſufferings, does gain 0- 
thers over to the truthz” perhaps, convert many thouſands to 
the waycs of God, This made the Heathen in the primitive 
Times, cry out, Vere Magnus eft Deus Chriſtianorum. Truly! 
Great is the God of the Chriſtians. Sometimes their cruel E- 
Xecutioners, have keen thereby Converted, And becauſe of 
this, a popiſh. Adverſary adviſed that no more Proteſtants 
might be burnd to death: for { ſaid he ) The Smoke of ſuch 4 
Sufferer infetFed all it blew upon; and made them Turn. Prote- 
ſtants roo. 

2. At the Trial of his ſervants. The Lord [cſus ſaid to 
Smyrna, Rev. 2. 10. Behold\ the Divel ſhall caſt ſome of you in- 
to-priſon, that you may be Tryed: and ye ſhall have tribulation 
ten Dayes. There was the perſecution under Tr4jay, that la- 
ſted tem Dayes; viz. ten prophetical Dayes: h.e. ten years. 
And this was for the Trial of thoſe Chriſtians. Perſecution 
is to try whether mea will cleave to God, or no; to try the 

"lincerity of their Faith, and Obedience; to try what Mettal 
they arc made of: whether pure, or baſe: and wlicthet-they 
are Gold, or Droſs. Grapes come not tothe proof, until they 
come to the pref. Alas! Many profeſlors of Religion are 


Bir-ſike the Stony-ground hearers, Mat. 13-31. that having no 


Matth 


. Rootinthemfelyes, endure but for a while: and when gri- 
bulation, or Perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the word, by & by they 

are Offended, Perſecution. tryes who are ſuch, When-a 
, et | _ Storm. 
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[Storm comes, withered leaves fall 1 lean 
1 . Even ſo fincere Chriſtians will and, but withered, unſound * 


gaz way may be made tor char, Perſecurors, muſt. preyaik 
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rofcſſors fall away, when 4 Storm of perſecution blowes. 
For this Reaſon the Lord ſends perſecution on His Church, 
that ſo men may diſcern between the righteeus and the wic- 
ked, between thcſe that truly Fear God,and thoſe thar Fear 
him not. 
3+ The Lord hereby aymeth At the Good of bus people. They 
are betrered as to their ſpirirual eſtates, by all thoie ſufferings 
which in this world they are ſubject umo. Goga's children 


are ike Starrs, that ſhine brighc in the darkeſt, night like 


Spices, that ſmell ſweeteſt when pounded. Iris noted of the 


perſecution under Aptiochus, Dan. 11.35, It ſhould be to Epiſtle 
\ Purge the ſaints, & to make them White, Their tem 


arc made up in Spirituals. Mar.10,29.30W hoever does leaye 
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or loſe any thing for my ſake ( (ais Chriſt ) ſhall receive. an © 


Hundred fold now tn ths time with Perſecaton, It petſecutors 
prevail ſo as to deprive them of their Eſtates, then god gives 


them ſpiritual Mercyes, that ſhall an Hundred fold make up 


their outward Miſeryes. Yea, at the laſt they are partakers of 


the greater glory in the higheft Heayen for ever; becauſe of 


the perſecutions which they have endured. Their light affli- 


ions -work- for them a farr more exceeding, and ettinal 
weizbt of glory. 2 Cor 4. 7. Sce FPet,1.l;, There is indeed 
a ſpecial crown of glory, which tlic Lord hath prepared, and 
reſerved for them that {ufer for His ſake, and are Martyrs in 
His Cauſe. Itis ſaid to ſuch, Great & your Reward in Heaven 


Mar. 5. 12, Hence were the Chriſtians in the primitive times 
- moſt defirous to ſuffer Marryrdome. 


How did they en 
long to beexpoſed to the utmoſt ſufſerings: becauſe they 
knew there was a ſpecial crown of glory that. ſych ſufferess 


ſhould receive! | 


4- The Lord in thoſe perſecutions which come upon his 
people, aymes At the Ruine of His, & the Churches Enemies; 
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{ F#thatthey maybefirfor 
| / | reſervedthem for. If we hear of great perſecutions raging a- 
{ -gainſt rhe Church of God, *is a fign, and we may con- 
| clude that there is great Deſtrufion, and Deſolation on the 
Enemies of God's people, near at hand. Conſider the In- 
ſtance of Pharaoh: and ſce Phil, 1. 28. unto this purpoſe. It 
is an cvident token that deſtruftion from God is haſtening 
upon thoſe that Trouble his people. The fin of perſecution 
has alwayes been a Fatal, Ruining fin to them that have bin 
guilty of it, The four great Monarchyes, to their coft, have 
L found it ſo. Perſecution has been the Ruine of the Babyloni- 
; azz the Ruinevf the Perftean; and the-Ruine of the Grecian 
Monarchy. This was the Ruine of Rome Heathen: Rev. 6. 
- Good- 9. will be the Ruine of Rome- Antichriſtian alſo: Revs 
| Sermon 18. 23” Yea, tis (eldome een that the Lord bears long with 
j. ©" rhis-Iniquiy:; And notorious perſecutors ſeldome eſcape re- 
| markeable ſtrokes of the Judging-Hand of God upon them 
inthis world: belides the Vengeance of Eternal Firc, in the 
world ro come. 
| The Application of this Truth remains, Wherefore 
| uſe. 1, Let us be Exhorted to prepare for Times of Perſecution. 
2 To awaken hereunto 
Conſider. 1. What ground we have from the Scripture, to 
| expett ſuch Times as the Exhortation mentions. Itis evident 
from the Scriptures of Truth, that great perſccurions againſt 
the'Church of God, are at Hand. Itis ſaid, 2 Tim. 3. 1. This 
know alſo, 1hat in the {aft Dayes,( 8& how much more then, in 
| the laſt of the loſt Dayes? ) Perillous Ttmes ſhafl come: Times 
| perillous eſpecially on account of the great perſecutions that 
the Church of God ſhall rhen become ſubje@ to. Indeed we 
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24+ 23. Alas) who ſhall Live when God doth theſe things? 


Ic is the Longs uſual way to prepare his people for glorious 


Times, by grea perſecutions. What a diftreſſing perſecuti- 
On was there, 8 hittle before the children of 7ſ-ael were deli» 
Vered out of Egypt? The greateſt of the Ten perſecutions: 
(that under Diocleſian ) was itnot juſt before the Lord raiſed 
the Great Conſtantine to advance 'Chniftians in all places of 
the world. In order tothe aſcenfion of the Wirnefles, there 
is firſt a moſt horrible flaughter of them, And we know 
what iis ſaid, Rev. 12. 12. The Divel hath great wrath, becauſe 
he knoweth he hath but a ſhort time, It is fo at this Day. Ere 
long, the Angel with the key of the bottomlets Pit, & with a 
great chain in hishand, will come down'from Heaven, and 
lay hold'on the = m_—_—" terpent, which is the Divel, 
& Saran; and bind him, 8&caft him imrothe bottomleſs pir. 
Therefore the Diyecl hath great wrathz & Therefore the 
Churchof God may expe& great perſecution. A dying 
Braft will bxe cruelly: ſois Amichriſt, a dying Beaſt, His 
Day is comeing;. his Time is well nigh expired: bur, ſince he 
is going our of the world; we may expe that he will give a 
cruel Bite ar the Church of God. Some of the Lord's wor- 
thyes, have often fpoken concerning: the loſt Conflitt with 
Amithriff, which will be indeed, « ſhort, bat a ſharp Trial. 
Fhat Learned, & Holy Uſher, was, nor long before his dearh 
exceeding confident, that rhe preareſt perſecution on the 
Proteftamt Churches, was yer ro. come. 

Conſider: 2. What ſolewn Warnings the Lord hath given 
unto id; to prepare for Times of Peyſecmion. | 

' God has giverius Wining, by lerting'us know what bloo- 
dy defigns 2re on foot amiong the Antichriſtian Partyagainſt 
the whole Proteſtant xntereſt: A'Defign, the ltke whereunts 
ks not been, ſince the Dayes of Haman. ou oy ni 
dreadful warning by'Signs in Heaven: cfpecially by that 
R Acts, & 8& all the World ſaw 
Lg . ihs 


tory promiſed tothe Church upon Earth, ir is ſaid, 
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helaft year blazing among the ftarrs of God.” 'Syththingy 
have ſometimes preſaged grear perſecutions on the Church; 
There was a Comet went before Nero*s perſcgytion: The 
Arian perſecution likewiſe was preceded, &  preſaged by 
Blazing Starrs. God hath given us yet more ſolemn war- 
ning by what is already come upon the profefiars of rhe' 
Truth in other parts of the world. There is a great perſecu- 
tion raiſed againft the Churches of God, in diverſe parts of 
Europe: eſpecially, in the Kingdome of Frances which hath: 
occaſioned our being thus before the Lord this 'dayz and. 
which, I cannot but look upon as one awful Conſequent of 
that Portentous Blaze which was ſeen in the Heavens this 
time T welyemoneth. Many thouſands of French Proteſtants 
loetheir:Eftates: Many thouſands of them fly into other 
Lands; bcing forced to leave their own. And there'is an E- 
dift come forth concerning them, more bloody than what 
came from the Court of Phayavh: Pharaoh's Edit was to de» 
roy ond the Bodyes of 1ſraelitiſh Infants: But now there's. 
an{EdiR thatreactdarh further: 'An-Edi forthe deſtruRion 
of the Souls !of the Childreaof Proteſtants. * An Edi to: 
make Idolaters of them.” - Behold) Oiir Neighbou rs Houſe 
is on Fire! It behoyes us to look about us! The Proteſtants 
in France, were once ( viF,-.inthe-Dayes of their King Hen- 
14:1 V: Yas unlikely robe oppreſſed by their enemies, as we 
ates. Yea, inthe judgement of man,.it was ſuppoſed no Pow: 
-er could wreſt their Libertyes from chem. Many of their 
greateſt Nobility were on their ſide. They had great Armies 


and brave Commanders to ſtand up for chem, - They had;;a- 


bove two hundred walled:Towns in their poſſaſſipn, for their 
ſafery, & ſecurity. But truſting rog-mugh ran Arm of fleſh 
they ſoon loſt all,, and lay at the mercy of heir Enemies; 
Wehave no reaſon then, meerly becauſe we are Proteftants, 
and have the Truth with-us, tothink that we ſhail not fecl.the 


-Crofs, as well as our Brethren in the world haye doner: We. |. 
+, hayeeſcaped ira great while, QurLand hath bad reft a} 
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_ or fuferings. ' Our predeceſſors, the Aunticnt Brizans, 
living -in a remoxe corner of the world, felt little or nothin 
pf thoſe general perſecutions, which other Chriſtians ble 
:yadct. -/ heleſs, the laſt ef the primitive perſecutions, 
fell heavily ppon them. And whether the laſt of Antichrift'; 
Perſecutions, will not reach both Fog/ands, the Lord God 
knoweth. It will be wiſedome for us all to prepare for it. In 
Aaſoot's peacc, weiſhall haye peace, Thar there are ſpecial 
ligns againſt the Proteſtang Intereſt there, we arc all afſy- 
red.. Neither are we ignotant how awfully God has threa- 
zened us with Changes among our ſelves; as if He. would 


Suck up our Hedge: and then the wild Boar would: on 


& 9 upon this Vine. If the'Lord ſhould be provoked to 
bring a' Change wpon us as to our Civil Stare: Tfthar wall 
.af Government, which hath hitheno. been ſuch. 2a mercy to 
this p POI_ removed; > are _—_ ww oe 
would quic Hows viJ, Superflition, Propheneneſe, an 
Pex ſection. he raines o Government ſhould fall into 
Hands thar are enemics to the wayes of Chriſty we canin rea 
nn pupeſt enhance | 
Conlider. 3. What Sins there art among ws that call for ſuch 
4 ſcourge a this. Thole very fins that are wont to be the 
Forerunners of perſecution, arc to be found in the midſt of 
thee, O N- Eng/and. I ſha} not inlarge,but is there nor a great 
decay of Firſt-love? Sce Rev. 2.4, 5- Thou haſt leſt thy fa 
Lopg. What follows? 7 will come quickly, & remove 1by 
Candieftick out of its place. How was the Epheſian Candle- 
ſtick cemoved, but by a ſtorm of perſecution, which blew ir 
down? This is the Ifſue of leaving Hirſt-love! And have nor 
,*c done {07 It is indeed ſeldome known thar an Apoſtati- 
,zing people are Nongee home to Gad, bur in ſuch a way as 
this. We may then fear ity eſpecially con(idering that other 


- means have not preyailed unto ovr Reformation. Are there 
| ao Contentipns2 Have nor we been 73 fooliſh lutle Birds, 
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1 MAY Fears ltistherefore Time for usto think of, and pre> ; 
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FY2 Peoking at one another, until the'great Kite be ready to 


with" worldly*matters; the giear corfcernments of —_ 


The Church a Subjeas + 

come, and deyour one as well as another?-Of late Gbd hath 
Jer looſe 7ndjan Wolves upon vs; in part; for this very fin, 
no doubt.” Andwhat further He may d&funto 5}F known 
noto hitaſelf. - | Ts there tior'Formality? Oh what Form 
ty! 'I remember tis obſerved, that alittle brfors'the*great 
Pariſian Maſſacre in France, whereinthirty thbulandProtes 
ſtanrs periſhed, there was a great Decay ot the power of god- 


withſtandingthe extreath datgersatrending them, there 
ljcele eaxpeſi-ſerking niito/God: bur their minds were taken 


ible Formality was grown upon them.” Not- 


in the mean time-negle&ed. Oh that it were not too muc 

ſo, with the genetaliry of Ehriſtians-amongſt us! We have 

then cauſe tq fear, and to'be awzkened, "La 

But what bail: wt do; that we may be prepared for foffet ing 

tins) Mee 905 9290 cv 1 wad 
I would fay but two words by way of DireQion. Labour 


for true Faith, and for Afﬀfarance, and you'll be Well prepa- 


red for the greateſtſufferings. 
. I, Labour for Syncerity, O let us look to that, that we are 
built upon a right foundation; and thenthe Houſe will Stand 
though the Floods come again it: yea, though ever ſuch 
winds, and waves, & floods of Temptation, and Perlecution 
ſhould ariſe; He hat isby a true Faith built upon Chriſt, af- 
tcr all is done, ſhall-ſtand; I know it ts a Thought, that often 
times cometh into the heart of achild of God, Tf Giffring 
Times ſhould come, ſhall f be able to hold out? If my pro- 
feſſion ſhould coſt me-the loſs of allthat's dear-ro me in this 
world, whit then ſhould F'Doez - And it is good for-Chri- 
ſtians, to maintain an holy- Jealouſy. over their own: hearts, 
Self-jealous Mf. Saunders, endured 'the fires and died a 
Martyr atthe Stake: when Self-confident'Dr, Pendleton tur- 
ned Papiſt, and ſeryed the Times, to-avaid perſecution. Bur 

this is cbeay, to be ſure-ro hold ont; { eome- Life, come 
- Death bi 
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Death ) even to be ſincere in the Lor*s ſight To bdlicyeon + 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with faith «nſcigned. |, All theigaresof 
Hell, all the perſecutors on Earth, in conjunction with all rhe 


powers of Darkneſs, ſhall never finally. preyail againſt any + 


true Believer. Mockings, Scourgings, Bonds, Racking 
Tortures, theworſt thar Satan, and his bloody perſecuting 
children can deviſe, will be endured, rather than Sin will be 
committed, or the Truth denied, where there is true Fairh. 
Heb. 11. 35, 36, 37» For Faith maketh a man couragious; 
and willing to venture himſelf in the Cauſe of Chriſt. Ir 
maketh him to fear God more than men, The fincere Be- 
liever will ſay, as ſometimes that great Confeſſor told his per- 
fecutors, Tow may pluck my Heart ont of my body: but you ſhall 
never pluck the Truth out of my Heart. | | 
2. Labour for Aſſurance, In the Primitive Times, Aﬀu- 
rance was not ſo rare a thing among Chriſtians, 'as now it is: 
for thoſe were ſuffering Times; and believers did need Aﬀu- 
rance; that ſo they might be, at a Minutes warning, ready to 
be called forth to die, and to ſuffer for the Truth. If a' man 
be called to part with his Eſtatez and he has na; aſſurance of 
that which is better: how ſad, and miſerable will. he- be? 
When otherwiſe, he might be as joyful as they in Heb. 10. 
34. Where there is Sincerity, there will be conſtancy in ſut- 
ferings: but Aſſurance is neceſſary, in order unto comfort in 
ſuferings. Ir will rend much to the honour of Chriſt, when 
his ſexy ants are exceeding Joyful in all their Tribulation: 
For which cauſe, 'He doth ſometimes: beſtow'the grace of 
Aſfuraficeuponthem at the Time when they are called to 
ſufer for his Name; though- before that; they had it got. 
One offour Engliſh Martyrs, that ſufſcred in thoſe Dayes 
whenPopcry ſat itthe Throne, as He was going to-burn & 


die'ar th& Srake,/\cryed our in an Excaly of Joy, 0 the Com- 


forte? «de, Heris come, He is come into wy ſoul, Q then 
Labour forthis Grace. They that know i» themſelves, xthas 


| They that 3 
they ſhall be-Jewdrded in Heaven, þ they..be. perſecuted on 
os 2 oo. pos Find 
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bemuech Troubled, y 7 bedeprived* ] 

' /* off , Liberties, Lives, & All, in the. Cauſe of-- 
/ Chrift orfor the Goſpel's ſake. 

| Uſe. 3. ' Let us endeavour to Prevent thu evil whith 1 have 

hicen diſcour fing of. 

For although it be true. as hath been ſaid, If perſecution 
do come, the event of i: will, by the overruling Hand of di- 
vine providence, be good; God will haye gloryy the.Church 
will haye ſpiritual advantage: yet it is nor, in ir ſelf, a. thing. 
to be defied; butto be greatly deprecated. Wa to them 
that defire the evil Day: that Day is dark, and not light. 
When a ſtorm of Perſecution comes, what woful Deſolati- 
ons come therewith! How many Churches arethereby laid 
moſt defolatel How many Lives are loſt therein! eſpecially, 

_ ofthe Miniſters of God: and moſt of all, of. thoſe that are 
moſt faithful, able, and uſcful, Look for that! If a ſtorm of 
perſecution. blow-over -into Americs, Some: Miniſters of 
God whom you nowhear preaching, will be made a Sacri- 
fice: A ſacrifice to confirm the Faith of this His people. The 

F Lord Jeſus ha:hplaced themin the forefront of the hotteſt 
-» barrel, And ſuch of them. as are moſt dear to-Chriſt, hall be. 
| ny out to be his Champions, and tolole their lives in his 

2U3Ce / 

But what ſhall we do, tht this Evil maybe Preventedy » 

-  T Anſwer. I 
1+ Let be Humbled for thoſe! ſms that wight progeke: God 
t0let lov'e Perſizutors upomus:. Some. may, think, the beft 
way would bc, ro comply with the Hilverſary: Burl am (ure 
Thts is abctter way; eycn tobe Humbled foryue Ens. The 
wiſe m 1p ſaics, When 4 m11ns wayes pleaſe the Lorlfy bus Ememic;, 

hull be 8 Ptace with hm. Provits: 7. Or Lets be flum-: 

bled for-the fins already. mentioned: For that vpefuþy. for. 

- _ thoſe Div/forr,. forchar Formal, | a Reli- 
gion, whichis-rao general awong'us. and ler us hh= Hom- 

vr gno.dgmore. T havis,. Cr greardlenkant fhlucfi for 
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Faw previecs Libeviyer, Never-any prople in the warld, 114d 
' greater cauſe of T hankfulnefs ynro Gol, than we have had, - 
Fn reſp: of our Crvil Liberrycs; wherein wehave been-a4- 
mirably priviledged; and which God h:5s to a wondermenr, 
continued rous. And in reſpeR of our Spiritual Libert;gs; 
Tae Libertyes of the Goſpel of Chriſt. and of»; Houſe of 
Gad; which we have bcen bleſſed with. . But certainly, we 
have no: been ſo Thankful, as we ou 
bled for this! 

2. Let us Pity, & Pr ty far the Lord), ſuffering ſervants, 
To pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, is the way to proſper. 
Pſal. 122.6. To begrieved for the AifiQtions of Joſeph, 
Ams, 6.46. ische-wy-to prevent the like (ugtrings from co- 
min z- upon our ſelyes. Tac Lord give us mach of that pub- 
lick (pirit. Pechap3 carnal Reaſo1-will ſay, [t is not good to 
b: {ſo open in cſpoulinga ſuffering Cauſe: we had beter be 
more private, 
nother mind-- Chooſing Rathes to ſuffer affliction. with he peo- 
ple of Ged. Heb, 11. 25. Andlet &5 give the world ro (ee, 
& know that weare noe allyirmedoown Ais ſuffering [aincs, - 
Let us rcmember them that are in bonds, as bounJ. with 
them; and them which -ſuf-r adverfiry, as bein 
alſo in the body... So tharif Enquiry be made 0 
are going from-us, comther parts of the' world, What: arc 
they doing in New E 
Faſting, & praying 
world I ſay, if any ask of you, Whar are they.doing/in. News + 
England, Tell them, that in New- England, they did no (oo- - 
ner hear of thir 
Fuance, but they ſt chemſetves, to'Faſt, & Pray ro"tHhit Gol 
of Heaven, for them, We ſh1ll not repent of what we have - 
done; when God appears to take Vengeance on the Enemy, 

If we ſympathiſe wich the Lord®> people in their preſcar ſuf-- .. | 
ferings, and ſorrows; In the Day when Jeruſalem hall Re _- 


joicey we hall be glad, andrejoice 
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ghtro be: Q-be Hum. 
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= ) Y- ach s no farr off; when the "Lord will be Jealous 
r Jcruſalem, and for Zion, with a great Jealouſy. 
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Pap. 2000 for ( have ) Read ( hath ) | 
P15: £,24. Read 3 Cor. 4.17. & 1 Pet. I. 7. | 
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-: There i is intended ſhortly to be Publiſhed, a Treatiſe -of | 
thisAuthors, 2bourthe Duty of PRAT ER, allo concer- 
"SACRAMENTS of the New-Teſtament; & 
t'ocherSubjects. | | 
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